Chambers 

Feudalism Hierarchy Lesson


Social Studies Standards Addressed
· 9.4.3.9.1 Hemispheric networks intensified as a result of innovations in agriculture, trade across longer distances, the consolidation of belief systems, and the development of new multiethnic empires, while diseases and climate change caused sharp, periodic fluctuations in global population. (Post-Classical and Medieval Civilizations and Expanding Zones of Exchange: 600—1450)
Learning Goals
· Students will explain loyalty in the feudal system using sentence frames.
· Students will draw the feudal hierarchy pyramid. 
Materials Needed
· Poster for each group with hierarchy pyramid and sentence frames
· PowerPoint slides 12-15
· 2 min Feudalism video
· Notecard for hierarchy pyramid and sentence frames
· student notebooks
Warm-Up Activity
· Introduce the warm-up, read it to students. What is the most interesting thing that you have learned about life in the Middle Ages? (Write at least two sentences. Think about what you read yesterday. 
· Students will share responses to the warm up. 
· Read the learning target. 
Learning Activity #1
· Give students a group number 1-3. Ask them to move their desks to form tables., just like yesterday. 
· Pass out the posters. Give students directions on the assignment. Students will get cards that are color coded: red, green, or purple. Each box takes only that color card. Students need to put the classes in order and explain the relationship between them. Work together and use their notes to figure out the relationships between classes. 
· When they think that they have it, they should raise their hands for the teacher to check. 
· When all groups have it, students should copy the pyramid into their notebooks on a full landscape page. Model how to do this on a piece of paper. 
· Display the hierarchy pyramid and question students about class relationships. Based on this chart, what does a serf give a knight? What does a knight give a serf? and so on. 
Learning Activity #2
· Students will turn over their posters to reveal the sentence frames. Instruct them that they should work together to create two sentences that make sense and are historically accurate. 
· When they think they have it, raise their hands to get it checked by a teacher. 
· Students will then copy down the sentences frames in their notebook as well as the definition for loyalty. 
· When students are finished writing, they will watch a 2 min student video about Feudal loyalty. Tell students that this video was made by another high school student. 
Exit Card Reflection
· (Maybe even instruct students that they should not get up from their seats until the bell has rung, we will not be waiting by the door for class to end. Hand each student a note card. To leave class, they must hand back a card with a response. Why do you think Feudalism lasted for almost a thousand years? 




 	
